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‘form which touched the audience. 


Reeeption to 
Little Ballet 


Troupe 


fl Rare Sangeet Natak Akademi gave a recep- 
tion on the evening of the 13th of Novem- 
ber, 1960, at the lawns of Jaipur House, 

New Delhi, to meet the members of the Little 
Ballet Troupe of Bombay, who were on a visit 
to the capital after their successful tour abroad. 


The spacious lawns were tastefully decorated 
‘with festoons and coloured bulbs and there was 
‘Shahnai music to mark the auspicious event 
and to welcome the guests. The invitees were 
received by Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, 
the Vice-Chairman, and Shri K. P. Biswas, 
‘Secretary, of the Akademi. Smt. Chatto- 
padhyaya after delivering her welcome address, 
garlanded first Smt. Gul Bardhan, the leader 
of the Troupe and thereafter all the artists of 
‘the party. 


Congratulating the Troupe for its grand 
-success and ovation received in foreign coun- 
tries and extending a hearty welcome to the 
-artists, Smt. Chattopadhyaya said that it was a 
great pleasure and privilege to give a warm 
welcome on behalf of the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi to the members of the Little Ballet 
‘Troupe. The Troupe had an extremely success- 
ful tour abroad and everyone felt proud to 
think particularly that these artists had taken 
tothe audience and people abroad the very 
-essence of our culture. The great significance 
of their performance was that they took the 
basic concepts of Indian philosophy and Indian 
‘culture and presented them in an appealing 
The Little 
Ballet Troupe had by now become a legendary 


‘figure. 


Smt. Chattopadhyaya continued that wher- 


ever these artists performed they had very 


40 





Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya garlanding the artists 
of the troupe 


packed houses, and had now received recogni- 
tion as full fledged artists, if she was permitted 
to use those words. Undoubtedly, the name of 
the Troupe had now become a by-word, and 
there was sufficient proof of their popularity. 
This reception was just to show in a token form 
a great appreciation of what they had done. 
Everybody knew that touring in a party of 
artists in strange and foreign countries was very 
hard and arduous. Only a few knew what 
handicaps these artists had to face. Nonethe- 
less they had enhanced our reputation. They 
started their training under a great master, 
meaning thereby the late Shri Shanti Bardhan, 
and well maintained his reputation and popu- 
larity. 


Referring to the important contribution 
rendered by the “fine leader”, Smt. Gul 
Bardhan, Smt. Chattopadhyaya added that 
they were very fortunate to have among them 
this young lady, who though frail in body, had 
to burden a great responsibility on her 
shoulders, and fought bravely against heavy 
odds. She had to face difficulties of all types, but 
maintained throughout the real and true spirit 
of an artist, and hence was always the recipient 
of admiration. 


Concluding Smt. Chattopadhyaya expressed 
her wish that the trouble endured by the artists 
of the Troupe would uphold the standard which 
was once established. 


A befitting reply was given by Smt. Gul 
Bardhan, who said that it was one of the 
most encouraging and wonderful things to get 
this type of hearty support for building up a 
troupe of artists. 


